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WWF Conceptual Model
Living Planet Report 2014
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Global Priority Ecoregions
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Global Priority Ecoregions

WWF European Alpine
Programme

WWF - Danube Carpathian
Programme
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Decline of Freshwater species

(source: Living Planet Reports 2006 - 2014)
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Alpine Rivers
• is highly threatened by land use, settlement, economy, flood protection:

CIPRA study 1992: only 10% of the alpine rivers are natural;
WWF STAR 2014: 4% of larger rivers (15% of smaller ones) in good
ecological status

• Main impact is hydromorphological change due to hydropower and – to
a lesser extent – Flood protection shoring (e.g. 81% of Austrian Rivers
with hydromorphological alteration)

• only 8% (4.669 km) of the Alpine rivers are still bordered by floodplains
or wetlands
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