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Figure 50: Trends in
number of global free-
flowing rivers greater
than 1,000km in length
Trends from pre-1000

to the present day and
estimated to 2020 (line),
in comparison with
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dammed over time (bars)
(WWTF, 2006aj).
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Alpine Rivers

e is highly threatened by land use, settlement, economy, flood protection:
CIPRA study 1992: only 10% of the alpine rivers are natural,
WWF STAR 2014: 4% of larger rivers (15% of smaller ones) in good
ecological status

 Main impact is hydromorphological change due to hydropower and — to
a lesser extent — Flood protection shoring (e.g. 81% of Austrian Rivers
with hydromorphological alteration)

« only 8% (4.669 km) of the Alpine rivers are still bordered by floodplains
or wetlands
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Save the Alpine Rivers

Scientific foundations for identifying ecologically sensitive river stretches in the Alpine Arc Human pressures on river units - Alplne Arc

University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna Mapping of human pressures occuring on the river unit with catchment area > 10 km?®: Water
Department of Water, Atmosphere and Environment abstracti hydropeaking OR imp it OR morphology > 2 OR any barrier.
Pan-Alpine river network assembled from official national river networks.

Institute of Hydrobiology and Aquatic Ecosystem Management
Max-Emanuel-Strafte 17, 1180 Vienna, Austria

Project team: Susanne Muhar, Rafaela Schinegger, Stefan Fleck,
Sabine Preis, Lisa Schillting, Clemens Trautwein & Stefan Schmutz

Data sources

Perimeter of the Alpine Cc tion: Pe S iat of the Alpine C
National river networks: ADBPO, ADBVE, GURS, UBA, LFU, IRSTEA, Swissfopo
Ecological status: UBA, LFU, Eau France, ADBPO, ADBVE, Region Liguria, ARSO
Funding Organisations: MAVA - Fondation pour la nature  » * I:.'zlsgs‘(m EC,EIN?' EEAG ADM datab

WWEF - World Wide Fund For Nature
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