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WWF is active in more than
100 countries, and counts 5
mio supporters

100+/ 5 Mio

WWF was founded in
1961

1961

More than 6.000
people worldwide are

working with WWF

6000+

99% of the population
recognize the Panda Logo

99%
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WWF Conceptual Model
Living Planet Report 2014
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Global Priority Ecoregions
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Global Priority Ecoregions

WWF European Alpine
Programme

WWF - Danube Carpathian
Programme
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Decline of Freshwater species

(source: Living Planet Reports 2006 - 2014)
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Alpine Rivers
• is highly threatened by land use, settlement, economy, flood protection:

CIPRA study 1992: only 10% of the alpine rivers are natural;
WWF STAR 2014: 4% of larger rivers (15% of smaller ones) in good
ecological status

• Main impact is hydromorphological change due to hydropower and – to
a lesser extent – Flood protection shoring (e.g. 81% of Austrian Rivers
with hydromorphological alteration)

• only 8% (4.669 km) of the Alpine rivers are still bordered by floodplains
or wetlands
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…so what to do?
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Integrated River Basin Management

• Determination of ecologically most valuable/sensitive river stretches as
“no-go areas”

• restoration of degraded areas

• definition of multifunctional spaces, e.g. flood retention combined with
(extensive) agriculture and/or recreation areas

• inclusive dialogue with all stakeholders
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Legal and strategic framework
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Integrated River Basin Management

• Ownership with national/regional/local authorities

• Involvement of all stakeholders interested in water use, in disaster risk
reduction and in nature protection

• role of NGOs: support to local civil initiatives, dissemination of information,
cooperation with researchè specific studies as contributions for planning,
participation in institutionalized dialogue on all levels
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E.g. “WWF Eco master plan”

39 ecological criteria, e.g. ecological state,
indicator species, protected areas…

based on official data
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è Identification of high-sensitives river stretches

as WWF contribution in the selection process of
exclusion areas
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Lobbying for enhanced cooperation on priority rivers

• Tagliamento

• Soča / Isonzo

• Inn
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Thank you!
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