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Overview 
• Austrian Forests – Facts and Figures 
 

• Forest products of Austria 
 
• Austrian Forest Dialog –  
  Forest Programme & other initiatives 



Seite 2 

Austrian Forests  

9 federal provinces 

2354 communities 
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Forest area in Austria 

Source: 
ÖWI 2007 - 2009 
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Forestry - Personnel 
Source: BMLFUW Abt. IV/1 (year of survey: 2006) 

327; 10% 

783; 25% 

1243; 40% 

782; 25% 

University  
Graduates in  
Forestry 

Foresters 

Forest  
wardens 

Others* 

* (forest technicians, qualified forest assistants, rangers) 
 

All: 3135 
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Institutional Framework 
Forest Authority at 
provincial level (9) 

Local Headquarters 

Technical Forestry High School (HBLF) 
Bruck/Mur  
Technical Forestry School Waidhofen/Ybbs 

obligatory 
interest 
groups 

voluntary 
interest 
groups 

Chamber of Agriculture - 
Austria 

Chambers of 
Agriculture at provincial 
level (9), Forestry 
department 

Chambers of Agriculture 
at district level 

The Associations of 
Austrian Land- and Forest 
Owners 

The Associations of Austrian 
Land- and Forest Owners at 
provincial level 
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Provincial 
Departments 

(7) 

Regional 
Headquarters 

(27) 

Torrent and Avalanche 
Control Service (WLV) 

Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water 
Management 
Department IV Forestry 

Austrian Federal Office 
and Research Centre 
for Forests (BFW) 

Forest Training Centers 
(FAST) 
Ort and Ossiach 

Forest Authority at 
district level (76) 
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R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  OF  I N T E R E S T S 

University of Natural 
Resources and Applied 
Life Sciences, Vienna 

The Forest  
Society Austria 

PEFC  
Austria 

Assotiations of 
professionists 
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Timber in Austria  

25,9 30,4 

~1.135 
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Solid  m³ of standing crop 
per ha 

Source: Lebensministerium 2004 
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Foresty 

Enterprises Jobs 

* Forest owners 

Timber industry 

Carpenters 

Timber trading 

Master carpenters 

Paper &  paperboard manifacturers 

Paper &  paperboard fabricators 

Enterprises & jobs 
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Products  

of Austrian forests 
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sustainable forest 
management 

information 

extension 
services 

dialog 

payments 

education 

legislation 

taxes 

charges 

monitoring 

evaluation 

liability /  
subsidy 

impact assessment 

      consumption 

marketing quality assurance 

knowledge 
management 

instruments 

good practice 
auditing / 

certification 

recreation 

infrastructure 

biodiversity and 
ecosystem 

biological 
 resources 

water supply 

Forest production 
- Wood and non-wood products 

carbon - 
storage 

space for 
living 

natural hazard 
prevention 

effects 

hunting and 
fishery 

agriculture 

climate 
protection 

renewable 
biomass 

working place 

historic 
values 

cultural 
value 

recreation 
value 

biosphere 
value spiritual 

value 

factor of 
production 

capital value resource  
value 

values 

work 
satisfaction 

landscape 
value 

esthetical 
value 

supply security raw 
materials  

crises-management 

„Ring Model“ 
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sustainable forest 
management 

principle of the 
common burden 

principles 

principle of 
integration 

principle of 
motivation 

principle of 
co-operation 

social responsibility 
of ownership 

balancing of 
interest 

protection of 
properties 

subsidiary 
principle 

polluter-pays 
principle 

principle of 
payment 

precautionary 
principle ECOLOGY ECONOMY 

SOCIAL 

sustainable development 
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forest ecosystem services 
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Biological diversity  
in Austrian forests 
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Forest - Culture 

New future 
for 
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non-wood  
products 

forest production 
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Protective functions  
of Austrian forests 
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wood  
products 
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Wood flow in Austria 

Quelle: LK Österreich & AEA 
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Starting situation  

 In European comparison, Austria’s share of renewable energy 
is already very high (2010: 30,1 percent) 
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Measures 
Numerous measures to mobilise biomass are offered in the 
programme „Rural Development 07–13“ 
 

One-time purchasing of machines and equipment 
 
Forest roads (building new roads, reconstruction) 

 
Improvements in logistics chain forests – wood 

 
Silviculture 

 
Forest-related plans for enterprises 

 
Training and further training, qualification 
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Numerous measures to mobilise biomass are offered in the 
programme „Rural Development 07–13“ 
 

 
Information, innovation, marketing and provision of services 

 
Provision of biomass 

 
Establishment of and participation in organised wood market systems 

 
Regional specialised feasibility studies or structural concepts 

 
Community cooperations of forest owners unions with third parties 

 
Cooperations across structural borders 

 
 

Per year approx. 20 million euro are available for this purpose 
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BMLFUW/HOPI MEDIA  

since 2003 

since 2005 
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 Strengthen the sector 
 Balance conflicting interests 
 Raise awareness about forests and forestry 
 Keep leadership in forest matters 
 Gain support for forest measures 
 Create new partnerships and cooperations 
 Fulfill international commitments 

 Forest Policy Dialogue 

Goals of the National Forest Programme in Austria 
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Objectives of the Austrian Forest Dialogue  

 Highlight importance of forests and forestry for 
society 

 Identify needs and wishes of interest groups 
 Develop strategies for long-term economic, 

environmental and societal sustainability 
 Coordinate with other sectors 
 Give political guidance  
 Commit to act in key areas of concern  

 Austrian Forest Programme 
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Principles of the Austrian Forest Dialogue 

 Active participation of all relevant groups 
 Holistic, inter-sectoral and interdisciplinary 

approach 
 Long-term and iterative process 
 Complementarity to existing instruments 
 Consistency with international agreements  
 Openness  
 Commitment 
 Transparency 

 „Rules and Principles“  
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Participation 

www.walddialog.at 

• Political parties 
• Environmental NGO´s 
• Governmental bodies, administration  
• Church, Youth, Sience 
• Forestry and forest industry 
• Representations of interest (business, labour, social wellfare, communities) 
• etc 

> 90 Institutions and Organisations  



Seite 29 

Structure of the Austrian Forest Dialogue 

Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment  
and Water Management 

Responsibility for process, Process management, Interface function,  

Round  
Table 

 Central decision-making body 

Broad participation of the public  
E-Mail, Homepage, Social Media, News Letter, Media etc. 
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Phases and Cycles of the 
Austrian Forest Dialogue 
(iterative Process) 

Measures 

Evaluation report 2010  
Goals 

 Guiding Principles 

Status Quo 

2015 

Implementation 
Work Programme 

Evaluation 

2005 

Measures Forest Programme 1.0 

1. Dialoque Circle 

2003 2011/2012 

2. Dialoque Circle 

1. Austrian Forest 
Programme 

2. Austrian Forest 
Programme 

2020 

Forest Programme 

Measures Forest Programme 2.0 
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The Austrian Forest Programme 

The Austrian  
Forest Programm 

28 Principles  
52 Goals 

Status Quo, Trends  
and Challenges for  
7 Thematic Areas 
 

Annex: 70 Indicators 

66 Sets of Measures 
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Contribution of Austrian forests  
to climate protection 

Foto: dpa
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Renewable  
CO2 Circulation 

Fossile One-way 
 

Rotting Photosyntesis 

Solar Energy 

Combustion  
Usefull 
Energy 

Fossile 
Energy Combustion  
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Ongoing Calculation of a CO2-
bilance for the Austrian forest & 
wood chain 
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Comparison of total annual CO2 effects in forests and 
Civilisation Circulation in Switzerland 
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„Declaration of Raiding“ concerning large 
scale nature conservation and SFM 

2012 
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Background and Position 

 unilateral demands for wilderness concepts and other large-
scaled nature conservation areas are increasing on European 
level and in member states 
 
 This is justified in very sparsely or unpopulated areas in 
other continents but not in the  sustainable managed 
countryside in Europe! 
 
 climate change, the increased use of wood for the best 
possible replacement of CO2-intensive materials such as 
cement and steel, has a prominent role in the future 
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Background and Position 

The whole forest based sector in Austria therefore demands, that: 
 
 principles of multifunctional forest management must be fully 
accepted and the existing property rights must be fully respected 
 
 the successful multifunctional forest management and the 
performance of the wood value chain in Austria should not only be 
kept up, but rather strengthened 
 
 the impact of new wilderness concepts concerning all needs of 
society is analised and evaluated in a comprehensive way 
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Forst – Holz – Papier (FHP) 

 incorporated autumn 2005 
 Contractual partners 
 Austrian chamber of agriculture 
 Waldverband Österreich 
 Land&Forst Betriebe Österreich 
 Austrian Wood Industry 
 Austrian Paper Industry 

 
 offers approx. 300,000 people in Austria an income 
 147.000 family forest business 
 Production value app. 10 Mrd. Euro 
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Content of FHP 
 close collaboration between contractual partner 

 achieving maximum worth in society and politics 

 creation of a community of interests 

 efforts for common performance 

 partner keep autonomy  
 

Targets 
 increase forest harvesting in Austria 

 advancement of wood supply of industry 

 assure distribution  

 increase the use of wood in every field of application  
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„The Charta of Mariazell“  
concerning forests and game-impact 
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Background and Goals 

 Results of various surveys show partly significant impact of the game on the forests  
   and especially its natural regeneration. 
Representatives of landowners and hunting society agreed, that: 

 The regeneration of the typical tree species occurring at a site should generally  
   be possible in accordance to the natural potential. 

 The influence on forests by game should be designed so that protective measures  
   are not the rule but the exception. 

 Further deterioration of wildlife habitats and other impairments of the game and 
   its way of life by third parties should be avoided. 

 The regulation of hoofed game populations is an urgent task for the near future. 

Landowners and huntsmen are equally called to put appropriate measures at all levels as part of a 
result-binding dialogue in order to achieve these goals. For this purpose it was agreed, that several 
working groups with the subjects “awareness raising, information and motivation”, “survey-results 
and solution strategies” and “hunting laws and their realization”develop concrete measures for 
actions on local and regional level. 
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Seite 46 Fotos: dpa; BMLFUW; Dr. SCHIMA; STARSICH; ZIEHAUS; PRO HOLZ;´Archiv KIESSLING; WLV; BIOSA; BFW;  
DI SINGER; DI ZIEGNER; BFW/Frank; BMLFUW / Kern; BMLFUW / Zeggl; KELLER; LFZ / Buchgraber;  

Graphische Gestaltung:  AR Fö. H. Kiessling, BMLFUW Abt. IV 4 

Thank you for your attention! 
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