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WORKING TOGETHER
TO PROGRESS ALPINE
GOALS

The year 2025 put mountains, and, in particular, glaciers, in the spotlight.
Designated by the United Nations as the International Year of Glaciers’
Preservation, it also saw the celebration of the first World Glacier Day on 25
March, a second dialogue on mountains and climate change approved by the
UNFCCC COP30 for 2026, and, most recently, a resolution on preserving
glaciers, especially in mountain regions, adopted at the 7  United Nations
Environment Assembly. 
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These developments have accompanied the Alpine Convention’s own work and
activities this past year. With many events and meetings dedicated to glaciers
and work progressing on the 11  Report on the State of the Alps on Alpine
glaciers, we have taken important steps forward on the topic. In 2025, the
biggest change was the transition of the Presidency of the Alpine Convention
from Slovenia to Italy. This Activity Report marks the halfway point of the
Italian Presidency, looking back at a year full of productive meetings,
successful exchanges, and interesting events. The Permanent Committee has
been following the progress of the Italian Presidency programme and, more
broadly, the implementation of our Multi-Annual Work Programme
(2023-2030). Our Thematic Working Bodies have also been contributing to
these activities while fulfilling the objectives of their mandates. And at the
centre of this ecosystem is the Permanent Secretariat and its small but
dedicated team striving for the achievement of the Alpine Convention’s goals
in close cooperation with the Contracting Parties, Observers, and our many
other partners. 
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The challenges we face in the Alps continue
to grow due to climate change, biodiversity
loss,  depopulation, and other pressures.  

These are not challenges that stop at borders, which is why the Alpine
Convention has such an important role to play. We must neither overlook nor
downplay the value of talking to each other and trying to find solutions
together. It is only through sharing knowledge, best practices and expertise,
and supporting each other that we can hope to mitigate as far as possible and
adapt to the changes happening in our living environment.

Alenka Smerkolj
Secretary General of the Alpine Convention














