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ACTIVITY REPORT OF THE
Ad Hoc Working Group for the elaboration of the Tenth Report on the
State of the Alps on Quality of Life

FOR THE PERIOD 2023-2024
(BETWEEN THE XVII AND XVIII MEETINGS OF THE ALPINE CONFERENCE)

. Overview of the mandate given by the XVII Alpine Conference

Summary of the objectives according to the 2023-2024 mandate

e The ad hoc Working Group (WG) was established by the Alpine Conference with the task of
drafting the tenth Report on the State of the Alps on the topic of Quality of Life (QoL) under
Slovenian leadership.

e The report shall address both corresponding objectives of the Multi-Annual Work Programme
2023-2030.

e The report shall provide initial knowledge in this field including an overview of existing or
comparable approaches in the Alpine countries regarding measuring quality of life and addressing
various aspects of quality of life for people in the Alps and potential territorial differences.

e The report shall provide an overview on what are the main policy challenges and offer proposals
how spatial planning and related policies should respond and how quality of life can be better
tackled in policy making process.

e The report shall present policy recommendations including proposals for potential future activities
related to both MAP objectives.

e The report and the ad hoc WG shall contribute to communicating the QoL approach in spatial
planning and policymaking to different target groups.

2.

Meetings

Summary of the meetings held (date, place, main topics and milestones)

e 31 January-1 February 2023, Innsbruck (AT): introduction of the QoL concepts, discussion on
the RSA 10 structure, aims, objectives and working process, content inputs

e 17 April 2023, online: confirmation of the report structure, presentation of the QoL concept and
discussion on related indicators, presentation of preliminary findings of the governance analysis,
presentation of the draft survey and dissemination, presentation of RSA 10-related activities (by
ESPON and CIPRA)

e 20 June 2023, Radovljica (Sl): report on governance analysis (identification of governance
gaps), survey on QoL (overview of collected data, preliminary analysis), indicator analysis
(overview of collected data, identification of core indicators), good practice collection
(presentation of collection form)




e 26 September 2023, Bolzano/Bozen (IT): highlights of the background study, report on the QoL
survey, gaps and recommendations (first drafting workshop), communication and dissemination

e 26 September 2023, Bolzano/Bozen (IT): joint workshop with the Alpine Biodiversity Board
(ABB) on QoL and biodiversity: status quo of mandate implementation, keynote on QolL,
preliminary results of both Thematic Working Bodies, discussion on interlinkages between QoL
and biodiversity

e 16 January 2024, online: confirmation of the background study, discussion on structure of
individual chapters, discussion on potential recommendations, communication and dissemination

e 9-10 April 2024, Moosburg (AT): discussion on individual chapters (incl. recommendations),
communication and dissemination; field visit to Moosburg municipality as an example of collection
of good practices

e 22 May 2024, online: joint meeting with the Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development WG
on the recommendations with territorial dimension

e 10 June 2024, online: overview of comments, discussion on recommendations, communication
and dissemination

e 6 September 2024, online: review of final comments (incl. on recommendations) after the
interministerial consultation, confirmation of final draft, discussion on communication and
dissemination

3. Activities carried out

Activities carried out with their outputs and results, highlighting their contributions to the relevant
priorities of the Multi-Annual Work Programme 2023-2030

e Elaboration of the Background Study: The Background Study supports the RSA 10 with data
analysis: governance frameworks, statistical indicators, Alpine-wide survey (incl. elaboration and
execution of the survey) and other sources. The study directly contributes to furthering the Alpine
Convention’s knowledge on the quality of life in the Alps acknowledging and respecting territorial
and individual differences (MAP priority 3, objective 1). The Background Study will be published
online.

e Elaboration of the Tenth Report on the State of the Alps: The report is based on the Background
Study and takes into account the outputs of the joint workshop with the ABB as well as the ESPON
territorial study and CIPRA’s Erasmus+ project (results of the living labs). The report directly
contributes to promoting the inclusion of quality-of-life measures in public policymaking processes
at territorial levels. The RSA 10 will be published online and as a printed publication.

e Communication and dissemination activities (see list below).

4. Cooperation

Cooperation developed with other Alpine Convention bodies and further relevant partners and
processes, and resulting benefits

e Alpine Biodiversity Board: a joint workshop was organised to present and discuss the
interlinkages of QoL and biodiversity. The results of the workshop were used as an input for the
elaboration of the report.
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e Alpine Climate Board: consultations regarding interlinkages of QoL and climate change.

e Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development WG: The Chair of the SPSD WG was a member
of the ad hoc Working Group to ensure continuous flow of information. A joint workshop of both
WGs was organised to discuss the territorial aspects of the draft recommendations.

e ESPON EGTC: A territorial study on Quality of Life in the Alpine Convention area was carried out
between May 2023 and February 2024 on the request of Slovenia to further explore the
introduction of territorial QoL concept in policymaking. The results of the study were used as an
input for the elaboration of the report.

e ESPON ECP Slovenia: A workshop on Territorial Quality of Life (TQoL) Living labs — exchanging
experience and its inclusion in Alpine practice was organised as a side event to the AlpWeek (23
September 2024) capitalising on the work of the activities carried out for the preparation of the
RSA 10. The inclusion of the QoL concept and Living labs to boost the participation in planning
processes in the Alpine area was addressed at the event.

e CIPRA: Alpine Compass, an Erasmus+ project under the leadership of CIPRA Slovenia and in
cooperation with CIPRA France, CIPRA Germany and CIPRA International aimed to empower
young people for active participation in governance through QoL Living labs. The results of the
project were used as an input for the elaboration of the report.

e University of Vienna Institute for Geography and Regional Studies: Students of Bachelor in
Geography programme contributed to the elaboration of the Background Study by performing
case studies in selected settlements in Austria, based on the questionnaire for the Alpine-wide
survey.

5. Communication

Communication measures and outreach activities carried out, specifying their respective target
groups

e The Working Group elaborated a communication and dissemination plan, specifying the efforts
of WG members and their organisations in the form of events (or contributions at events),
contributions to different publications and other media (incl. social media). External multipliers
which could be reached by the members and their organisations, were also involved.

o Participation in events:

= Next Generation Mountains, IX international conference of the Mountain
Network, 9 June 2023, Malborgetto — Valbruna (IT)

= AlpWeek/“TQoL Living Labs — exchanging experience and its inclusion in Alpine
practice” side event, 23 September 2024, Nova Gorica (Sl)

= Swiss Geoscience Meeting / “Living Well in mountains: Interdisciplinary
contributions from the geosciences and beyond” symposium, 9 November 2024,
Basel (CH)

o Atrticles in publications:

= Aus der Wissenschaft: Befragungsergebnisse zur Lebensqualitat im Lesachtal
(Lesachtal aktuell, 2023)

= Alpenzustandsbericht. Alpine Lebensqualitat im Fokus (Die Alpenkonvention,
2024)

=  Wissenschaftim Augenblick. Uni forscht: Umfrageergebnisse zur Lebensqualitat
in Tullnerbach (Tullnerbach Amtsblatt, 2024)
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= Befragung Universitat Wien. Lebensqualitat in Kaumberg — lhre Meinung ist
gefragt! (Marktgemeinde Kaumberg aktuell, 2024)

= 10. Alpenzustandsbericht ,Lebensqualitat in den Alpen®. Studierende befragen
im Bergsteigerdorf Grinau im Almtal (website University of Vienna, Department
of Geography, 2024)

= Befragungsergebnisse zur Lebensqualitat (Stadtmagazin Eisenerz, 2024)

Participation in further events and publication in further outlets is envisaged after the publication
of the report. Already performed as well as planned activities will be documented and updated in
a joint table, accessible to the ad hoc WG members.

e A communication toolbox is being prepared, including a factsheet, a PowerPoint template, social
media package, graphics and press release draft and in different languages to support the
communication and dissemination efforts of the members and their organisations.

6. Attachments

List of the documents attached to this report, such as papers proposed for approval by the XVIII Alpine
Conference (thematic reports, guidelines, statements etc.) and supporting documents (workshop
proceedings, survey reports, communication materials etc.).

o Tenth Report on the State of the Alps “Quality of Life”. Report on the State of the Alps.

e Background Study
(both submitted under ACXVIII/B1)
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