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A Poročilo Stalnega sekretariata  

 

Ministri pogodbenic Alpske konvencije so se na VII. alpski konferenci leta 2002 v Meranu v 

izjavi, sprejeti k 2. točki dnevnega reda (mednarodno leto gora), izrecno zavzeli za to, da se 

izkušnje iz alpskega procesa vnesejo v mednarodno partnerstvo za trajnostni razvoj na 

gorskih območjih (Mountain Partnership), ki je bil sklenjeno na Svetovnem vrhu o 

trajnostnem razvoju v Johannesburgu in dopolnjeno na srečanju Global Mountain Summit v 

Biškeku v Kirgizistanu. Za sodelovanje so bila prednostno določena naslednja gorska 

območja: Karpati, Kavkaz in Srednja Azija (Pamir, Tjanšan). VIII. alpska konferenca v 

Garmischu leta 2004 je ta sklep potrdila in nadaljnji razvoj gorskih partnerstev kot ključno 

dolgoročno nalogo vključila v Večletni program dela Alpske konference za obdobje 2005–

2010. IX. alpska konferenca v Alpbachu je območja sodelovanja Alpske konvencije razširila 

še na balkansko regijo in sklenila, da se sodelovanje s Karpatsko konvencijo še okrepi.  

 

Pričujoče poročilo vsebuje pregled gorskih partnerstev Alpske konvencije v obdobju od 

novembra 2006 do marca 2009 ter obsega tako skupne projekte kot tudi dejavnosti 

posameznih alpskih držav. Poročilo je nastalo na podlagi rednih poročil, ki jih je Stalni 

sekretariat pripravljal za Stalni odbor (dokumenti PC35/12, PC36/15, PC37/15 in PC38/17) 

ter pisnih prispevkov pogodbenic Nemčije, Italije, Lihtenštajna in Avstrije (glej prilogo 1).  

 

• Karpati 

 

Na podlagi Memoranduma o soglasju, ki sta ga na prvi konferenci pogodbenic Karpatske 

konvencije 13. decembra 2006 v Kijevu podpisala francosko predsedstvo Alpske konference 

in Stalni sekretariat s predstavniki predsedstva in začasnega sekretariata Karpatske 

konvencije, se je v času poročanja med Alpami in Karpati razvilo živahno sodelovanje (glej 

prilogo 2).    

 

Tako so se predsedstvo Alpske konference in Stalni sekretariat ter predstavniki Italije in 

Avstrije udeležili tudi druge ministrske konference Karpatske konvencije, ki je potekala 19. 

junija 2008 v Bukarešti. Ministrska deklaracija, ki je bila sprejeta ob tej priložnosti, opozarja 

še na en pomemben dosežek sodelovanja med Alpsko in Karpatsko konvencijo: gre za 

Memorandum o soglasju (MoU), ki so ga s Konvencijo Združenih narodov o biotski 

raznolikosti (CBD) podpisali predsedujoče države in sekretariati vseh treh konvencij v okviru 

9. konference pogodbenic CBD 29. maja 2008 v Bonnu (glej prilogi 3 in 4).  

 



PC40/11 

 PC40_11_sl.doc  
GORSKA PARTNERSTVA 

3 

Namen predstavitve tekočih dejavnosti Karpatske konvencije na področju turizma na ključni 

prireditvi predsedstva na temo trajnostnega turizma na 36. seji Stalnega odbora v Bolzanu je 

bil poglobiti institucionalne stike. Predstavitev je vodila predstavnica Češke republike, ki 

trenutno predseduje delovni skupini za turizem pri Karpatski konvenciji.  

 

Izmenjava izkušenj med Alpsko konvencijo in sestrsko konvencijo se je nadaljevala tudi v 

okviru drugih prireditev. Tako je Stalni sekretariat na delavnici o konceptih trajnostnega 

razvoja gorskih območij, ki je 20. in 21. septembra 2007 potekala v Budimpešti v organizaciji 

madžarske akademije znanosti, na primeru Alpske in Karpatske konvencije predstavil 

institucionalni okvir in tekoče dejavnosti v Alpah. Na regionalni delavnici o obnovljivih virih 

energije na območju Karpatov, ki je potekala 6. in 7. maja 2008 v Lvovu v Ukrajini in sta jo 

organizirali UNIDO in Karpatska konvencija, je Stalni sekretariat predstavil predvidene 

ukrepe akcijskega načrta za podnebje na področju energije, osnutek poglavja o vodni energiji 

iz 2. poročila o stanju v Alpah ter določbe Protokola o energiji. Še naprej so redno potekali 

stiki med Stalnim sekretariatom Alpske konvencije in začasnim sekretariatom Karpatske 

konvencije. Pomembna tema razgovorov je bila krepitev evropske dimenzije Alpske in 

Karpatske konvencije s skupnim lobiranjem za gorska območja na ravni EU.  

 

Pomembna uspeha krovnega projekta, ki ga je usklajeval začasni sekretariat Karpatske 

konvencije, finančno podprla Italija, znanstveno podporo zagotovila regionalni okoljski center 

za Srednjo in Vzhodno Evropo ter Evropska akademija iz Bolzana, sta izdaja priročnika o 

Karpatski konvenciji in sestava pregleda nacionalnih pravnih in institucionalnih okvirjev 

posameznih karpatskih držav. Omenjeni pregled je na voljo v jezikih posameznih držav in v 

angleškem jeziku.     

 

V okviru programa INTERREG III B CADSES – območje Karpatov, katerega cilj je bil 

utrjevanje podlage za okoljske informacije, razvoj strategij in političnih instrumentov ter 

izvajanje pilotnih dejavnosti v zvezi s trajnostnim razvojem Karpatov in ki se je končal 

oktobra lani (2008), so bili zbrani okoljski podatki, vnesene javno dostopne baze podatkov, 

izdelan je bil kartografski material ter znanstveni in institucionalni elementi, namenjeni 

delovnim skupinam kot pripomoček za urejanje prihodnjih protokolov Karpatske konvencije. 

Italija je podprla projekt z objavo zbirke dokumentov, ki se navezujejo na Karpatsko 

konvencijo po vzoru zbirke dokumentov o Alpski konvenciji „Collectio“, organizirana pa je bila 

tudi vrsta srečanj ekspertov, katerih namen je bila izmenjava izkušenj.  

 

Z vidika sprejetja Protokola Karpatske konvencije o biotski raznovrstnosti na drugi konferenci 

pogodbenic je sodelovanje na področju povezovanja med zavarovanimi območji prednostna 
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naloga v okviru sodelovanja med Alpami in Karpati. T. i. Task Force za zavarovana območja 

pri Stalnem sekretariatu je v času poročanja brez prekinitev sodelovala z Mrežo zavarovanih 

območij v Karpatih (CNPA). Postavljena je domača spletna stran CNPA 

(http://www.carpathianparks.org) s povezavami na Alpsko konvencijo in Mrežo zavarovanih 

območij v Alpah, prav tako je pripravljena informativna brošura v sedmih jezikih z območja 

Karpatov in angleščini vključno z novo verzijo obstoječe karte zavarovanih območij v 

Karpatih. Projekt so sofinancirali Nemčija, Francija, Monako in nemški sklad 

Heidehofstiftung. Pri tem razviti instrumenti delovanja na področju odnosov z javnostmi in 

obveščanja upravljavcev zavarovanih območij se uporabljajo pri vseh nadaljnjih oblikah 

sodelovanja. Poleg tega je Task Force za zavarovana območja pri Stalnem sekretariatu 

pripravil predlog delovnega načrta CNPA za l. 2009, večletnega načrta dela za zavarovana 

območja na Karpatih (obdobje 2010–2015), srednjeročnega strateškega dokumenta ter 

dokumenta, ki vsebuje najpomembnejša področja sodelovanja med zavarovanimi območji v 

Alpah in Karpatih, in jih predložil Mednarodnemu usklajevalnemu odboru CNPA. Poleg tega 

se je Task Force udeležil prve generalne skupščine CNPA, ki je bil 23. in 24. septembra 

2008 v Brasovu v Romuniji.  

 

Nemčija, Francija, Lihtenštajn, Monako in nemški sklad Heidehofstiftung nameravajo tudi v 

obdobju 2009–2010 finančno podpirati dejavnosti, namenjene povezovanju zavarovanih 

območij. Projekt za leto 2009, ki je že bil odobren, se bo ukvarjal s tematiko, ki je enako 

pomembna za Alpe in Karpate, tj. s strategijami zavarovanih območij za upravljanje in 

raziskovane populacij velikih zveri ter delovanje na področju odnosov z javnostmi.  

 

Dolgoročno sodelovanje med Alpami in Karpati je potrebno tudi zaradi izboljšanja pogojev za 

vzpostavitev ekoloških koridorjev, ki omogočajo selitev vrst in genetsko izmenjavo med 

populacijami. Sodelovanje med zavarovanimi območji obeh evropskih gorovij tako 

predstavlja pomemben prispevek k nastajanju globalne mreže zavarovanih območij v smislu 

CBD. Uresničevanje ekološke povezanosti v Alpah na podlagi harmonizacije geografskih 

podatkov, analize fizičnih in pravnih ovir in oblikovanja skupne tehnologije, se izvaja v okviru 

projekta ECONNECT, ki ga sofinancira program EU za območje Alp. Pri njem sodelujejo tudi 

nacionalni in regionalni upravni organi, zavarovana območja, znanstvenoraziskovalne 

ustanove ter mednarodne nevladne organizacije iz Nemčije, Francije, Italije, Lihenštajna, 

Avstrije in Švice.  Projekt se je začel novembra 2007, trajal pa bo do novembra 2011.     

Na koncu je treba omeniti, da so na srečanju predsednikov Mednarodnega usklajevalnega 

odbora Mreže zavarovanih območij v Alpah ter predstavnikov CNPA z nemškim državnim 

sekretarjem Müllerjem 4. decembra 2008 v Berlinu ugotovili, da so rezultati vmesnega 

pregleda dejavnosti v okviru sodelovanja pozitivni.  
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• Srednja Azija 

 

V okviru gorskega partnerstva med Alpami in Srednjo Azijo je bilo po vzoru Omrežja občin 

„Povezanost v Alpah“ in ob upoštevanju konkretnih pogojev, ki vladajo v gorskih sistemih 

Pamir in Tjanšana, ustanovljeno Omrežje občin. Pri tem so bila upoštevana tematska 

področja, ki so prednostnega pomena za trajnostni razvoj tega območja, to so tla in 

gospodarjenje z vodo, varstvo naravnih virov, pašno gospodarstvo in energija. Celoten 

projekt se izvaja na gorskem območju Kirgizistana, Tadžikistana in Kazahstana v okviru 

dolgoročnega programa srednjeazijskega gorskega partnerstva CAMP, ki ga vodi Švica. 

Drugi partnerji z območja Alp so še Nemčija in Lihtenštajn ter CIPRA International in 

Omrežje občin „Povezanost v Alpah“.   

 

V času poročanja je svoja prizadevanja za razvoj Zveze srednjeazijskih gorskih vasi AGOCA 

nadaljevala Nemčija, ki je finančno podprla letno generalno skupščino te organizacije in njen 

forum za trajnostni razvoj srednjeazijskih gorskih območij. Prav tako je Lihtenštajn skupaj s 

turkmenistanskim ministrstvom za varstvo narave ter Inštitutom za botaniko in krajinsko 

ekologijo iz Greifswalda finančno podprl izvedbo podiplomskega študija iz varstva narave in 

krajine.  

 

V skladu s pooblastilom, ki ga je Stalni odbor podelil na svoji 37. seji, je Stalni sekretariat z 

AGOCO sklenil pogodbo o dodelitvi finančne podpore, ki opredeljuje načine sofinanciranja 

njenih dejavnosti v letu 2008. Nemčija, Francija, Lihtenštajn, Avstrija, Švica in Slovenija so 

AGOCO finančno podprli na treh področjih delovanja (institucionalna krepitev, izmenjava 

informacij in izkušenj ter izvajanje čezmejnih projektov za razvoj gorskih vasi). Ko bo 

predloženo končno poročilo o delu AGOCE, ki mora biti pripravljeno najkasneje do 30. aprila 

2009, bo Stalni sekretariat poročal Stalnemu odboru o uresničevanju sofinanciranih 

dejavnosti in ocenil rezultate z ozirom na dolgoročne projekte Alpske konference na področju 

gorskih partnerstev. Prvi vmesni pregled doseženih rezultatov na področju izboljšanja 

instrumentov upravljanja samoupravnih organov v vaseh je obetaven.  

 

Udeležba predsednika AGOCE na X. alpski konferenci v Evianu bo omogočila nadaljnjo 

poglobitev stikov med Alpami in srednjeazijskimi gorskimi območji.  
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• Kavkaz 

 

V smislu izvajanja sklepa VIII. alpske konference v Garmischu, po katerem naj bi izkušnje iz 

alpskega procesa uporabili pri izdelavi Kavkaške konvencije, so se na povabilo Lihtenštajna 

in Programa ZN za okolje (UNEP) 15. in 16. novembra 2007 v Vaduzu srečali ministri in 

razpravljali o procesu regionalnega sodelovanja na Kavkazu. Stalni sekretariat je ob tej 

priložnosti predstavil zasnove trajnostnega razvoja gorskih območij, ki jih je uresničila Alpska 

konvencija, njen institucionalni okvir in tekoče dejavnosti v Alpah. V sklepni izjavi na 

konferenci so se ministri zavzeli za krepitev partnerstev za varstvo Kavkaza in njegov 

trajnostni razvoj (glej prilogo 5).  

 

V okviru projekta „Trajnostni razvoj gorskih regij Kavkaza – lokalna agenda 21“, ki ga 

finančno podpirata Nemčija in Lihtenštajn ter usklajujeta regionalna centra za okolje Južni 

Kavkaz (RECC) in Rusija (RREC), so bili od leta 2003 dalje izdelani razvojni programi za 

osem kavkaških vasi po vzoru Agende 21. Omenjeni razvojni programi so se v času 

poročanja izvajali v okviru trinajstih manjših projektov ob finančni podpori Lihtenštajna in 

Nemčije ter dveh lihtenštajnskih ustanov. Projekti so na primer obsegali gradnjo šol in centra 

za osnovno medicinsko oskrbo, ustanovitev mladinskega centra, zasaditev vinograda z 

namenom oživitve vinogradniške tradicije. Poleg tega je Lihtenštajn odločilno prispeval h 

krepitvi RECC. Obenem se je z dovoljenjem kavkaških držav začelo sodelovanje tamkajšnjih 

vasi iz Armenije, Azerbajdžana, Gruzije in Rusije, kar predstavlja jedro čezmejnega omrežja 

občin na Kavkazu. 6. avgusta 2006 so se v Chiori v Gruziji srečali predstavniki omenjenih 

vasi in sklenili, da bodo ustanovili čezmejno omrežje po vzoru Omrežja občin „Povezanost v 

Alpah“. Na drugem srečanju gorskih vasi 7. in 8. junija 2007 v Tiflisu sta bili sprejeti 

ustanovna listina in razvojna strategija kavkaškega omrežja.     

 

Z regionalnim centrom za okolje REC Kavkaz se je nadaljevala izmenjava elektronske 

korespondence v zvezi z nalogo, ki jo je Stalni odbor na svoji 34. seji v Alpbachu poveril 

Stalnemu sekretariatu, da na Kavkazu podpre vzpostavitev čezmejnega omrežja gorskih 

vasi. Delo v zvezi z dokončanjem programa in proračuna ustanovitvene konference so bile 

pred izbruhom vojnih spopadov poleti 2008 v sklepni fazi, zaradi vojne med Gruzijo in Rusijo 

avgusta 2008 pa izvajanje projekta trenutno miruje.  

 

Zaradi zapletenih političnih razmer na Kavkazu trenutno ni možnosti, da bi prišlo do uradne 

ustanovitve čezmejnega omrežja gorskih vasi na Kavkazu. Vendar pa Stalni sekretariat 

meni, da je mogoče v prihodnje s čezmejnim sodelovanjem na lokalni ravni prispevati k večji 

varnosti in trajnostnemu razvoju na Kavkazu. Zato predlaga, da bi prek stikov z RECC, 
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pristojnimi organi kavkaških držav in sodelujočimi kavkaškimi gorskimi vasmi sam preveril, ali 

je ob trenutnih političnih razmerah mogoče nadalje sodelovati in na kakšen način, o rezultatih 

tega poizvedovanja pa bo Stalnemu odboru poročal na naslednji seji.   

 

• Proces „Okolje za Evropo“ in Balkan  

 

Od 10. do 12. oktobra 2007 je v Beogradu potekala 6. ministrska konferenca z naslovom 

Okolje za Evropo, ki je bila organizirana v okviru Ekonomske komisije ZN za Evropo (UN 

ECE). Predsedstvo Alpske konference in predstavniki Stalnega sekretariata so sodelovali pri 

oblikovanju s strani UNEP predloženega dokumenta kategorije I za morebitno delovanje na 

ministrski ravni na temo sodelovanja in priprave okvira za varstvo in trajnostni razvoj gorskih 

območij v Evropi (glej prilogo 6). Namen dokumenta je prikazati napredek, ki je bil v zadnjih 

letih dosežen pri razvoju gorskih partnerstev na območju Alp, Karpatov ter v gorskih regijah 

JV Evrope, Kavkaza in Srednje Azije. Poleg tega sta se predsedstvo in Stalni sekretariat 

udeležila spremljajočih dogodkov (side events), ki jih je organiziral Program ZN za okolje 

(UNEP) na temo “pravni instrumenti gorskih partnerstev”, kot tudi dogodkov v organizaciji 

Nemčije, Lihtenštajna in Švice o sodelovanju med Alpami, Kavkazom in Srednjo Azijo na 

lokalni in regionalni ravni.  

 

Beograjska konferenca je mejnik tudi za partnerstvo z balkansko regijo, saj so udeleženci 

konference poudarili, da bi bilo zelo pomembno oblikovati konvencijo o varstvu in 

trajnostnem razvoju gorskih območij v JV Evropi.    

 

• Andi 

 

Andska pobuda je nastala leta 2004 v kraju Cuzco in predstavlja mednarodni okoljskopolitični 

proces za spodbujanje trajnostnega razvoja v Andih. Trenutno se v državah članicah – 

Argentini, Boliviji, Kolumbiji, Ekvadorju, Peruju in Venezueli – ustanavljajo nacionalni odbori 

za varstvo gora, kar bo institucionalna podlaga za izvajanje ustreznih dejavnosti. Argentinski 

odbor za gorska območja je prevzel odgovornost za stike z Avstrijo.  

 

Avstrija je skupaj z omenjenim odborom organizirala seminar o trajnostnem razvoju na 

gorskih območjih, ki je potekal 9. maja 2007 v Buenos Airesu in 11. maja 2007 v andskem 

mestu San Juan. Na seminarju so bili predstavljeni primeri zagotavljanje finančne podpore 

malim in srednjim podjetjem na avstrijskih gorskih območjih.  
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6. in 7. julija 2007 je na italijanskem zunanjem ministrstvu v Rimu na pobudo čilskega 

veleposlaništva potekal seminar o podnebnih spremembah in ledenikih. Na seminarju so 

predstavniki vlad, univerz in znanstvenoraziskovalnih ustanov iz Argentine, Čila, Nemčije, 

Francije, Italije, Norveške, Švice in Združenega kraljestva skupaj s Stalnim sekretariatom 

oblikovali priporočila za raziskovanje in nadziranje ledenikov v Andih, Skandinaviji in 

Antarktiki.  

 

Na povabilo argentinske vlade se je Stalni sekretariat udeležil srečanja Andske pobude, ki je 

potekalo od 5. do 7. septembra 2007 v kraju San Miguel de Tucumán, in ob tej priložnosti 

predstavil koncept Alpske konvencije za uveljavljanje trajnostnega razvoja. Cilj srečanja, na 

katerem je Stalni sekretariat v soglasju s Programom ZN za okolje (UNEP) zastopal tudi 

Karpatsko konvencijo, je bil oblikovanje izhodišč za sodelovanje z andsko regijo. 

Predstavniki pogodbenic Andske pobude so sprejeli deklaracijo (gl. prilogo 7), v kateri so 

Alpsko konvencijo prosili za sodelovanje in izmenjavo izkušenj na področjih delovanja, ki jih 

Andska pobuda opredeljuje kot prednostna. Ta področja zajemajo ohranjanje biotske 

raznovrstnosti in kulturne dediščine, podnebne spremembe in njihov vpliv na gorska območja 

ter presečne teme, kot so izobraževanje, enako obravnavanje obeh spolov, delovanje v 

omrežjih in udeležba v lokalnem javnem življenju. Zastopnica Andske pobude iz Argentine je 

na 36. seji Stalnega odbora v Bolzanu predložila prošnjo za sodelovanje. Ker ima Alpska 

konvencija na številnih od naštetih področij bogate izkušnje in ker sodelovanje obeta 

pozitivne učinke pri obravnavi številnih aktualnih tem v okviru globalne okoljske politične 

agende, je Stalni odbor na 36. seji zaprosil Stalni sekretariat, da Alpska konvencija izrazi 

Andski pobudi svojo pripravljenost za sodelovanje in izmenjavo izkušenj, kar je bilo s pismom 

potrjeno 20. novembra 2007.  

S predlaganim načinom dela v tem trenutku še ni povezana razširitev prednostnih območij 

sodelovanja Alpske konvencije na Ande. 

 

Avstrija je v okviru izmenjave izkušenj na področju naravnih nesreč v gorah podprla obisk 

argentinske strokovnjakinje, ki se je udeležila mednarodnega kongresa v Dornbirnu od 26. 

do 30. maja 2008, poleg tega pa je obiskala tudi projekte za urejanje hudournikov in sanacije 

plazov v Avstriji.  

 

• Gorsko partnerstvo 

 

Stalni sekretariat ima redne stike s sekretariatom Gorskega partnerstva (Mountain 

Partnership) pri FAO v Rimu. Tako je Stalni sekretariat za informacijski bilten Peak to Peak 

prispeval članek o podpisu Memoranduma o soglasju med Alpsko in Karpatsko konvencijo in 
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redno poročal o projektih, ki jih je Alpska konvencija izvajala v vlogi članice Gorskega 

partnerstva.    

 

Stalni sekretariat je julija 2007 in septembra 2008 generalni skupščini Združenih narodov 

predložil poročilo o sodelovanju Alpske konvencije, pri tem pa obravnaval zlasti dejavnosti, ki 

jih je ta izvajala v okviru Gorskega partnerstva.  

 

Italijansko zunanje ministrstvo in odbor Ev-K2-CNR sta v sodelovanju s sekretariatom 

Programa ZN za okolje (UNEP) na Dunaju v vlogi začasnega sekretariata Karpatske 

konvencije, EURAC iz Bolzana in skupino Prijatelji gora iz italijanskega parlamenta ob 15. 

zasedanju Komisije Združenih narodov za trajnostni razvoj (CDS) v New Yorku 9. maja 2007 

organizirala tako imenovani spremljajoči dogodek, posvečen podnebnim spremembam in 

trajnostnemu razvoju v visokogorju in odročnejših območjih. Dogodek je v javnosti naletel na 

velik odziv.  

 

Italija je poleg tega na sejmu Alpi 365, ki je potekal od 4. do 7. oktobra 2007 v Torinu, kot tudi 

na številnih drugih prireditvah, ki so sledile, širši javnosti predstavila gorska partnerstva v 

okviru Alpske konvencije in Gorskega partnerstva.  

 

Navsezadnje je treba omeniti tudi redno finančno podporo, ki jo Avstrija namenja začasnemu 

sekretariatu Karpatske konvencije pri Evropski pisarni v okviru Programa ZN za okolje 

(UNEP) na Dunaju. Istočasno je pisarna tudi kontaktna točka gorskega partnerstva za 

Evropo.   

 

• Druge dejavnosti 

 

S posredovanjem CIPRE Nemčija je sodelavec s tadžikistanskega ministrstva za kmetijstvo 

in varstvo narave od 21. januarja do 26. februarja 2008 opravljal enomesečno prakso v 

Stalnem sekretariatu, kjer se je ukvarjal z vprašanji prenosa strokovnega znanja in izkušenj 

iz Alp v Pamir. Praksa je bila del programa usposabljanja za mednarodne vodilne kadre na 

področju trajnostnega regionalnega razvoja na gorskih območjih, ki ga je podjetje InWEnt 

organiziralo po naročilu nemškega Zveznega ministrstva za gospodarsko sodelovanje in 

razvoj. Stalni sekretariat je poleg tega 12. marca 2008 v Feldafingu pri Münchnu 25 

udeleženkam in udeležencem tega programa usposabljanja predstavil dejavnosti Alpske 

konvencije v okviru gorskih partnerstev.  
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Na podlagi v tem poročilu predstavljenega raznovrstnega, deloma poglobljenega sodelovanja 

alpskih deležnikov z njihovimi partnerji Stalni sekretariat v predlogu svojega sklepa 

Alpski konferenci priporoča nadaljnji razvoj gorskih partnerstev na območjih sodelovanja 

Alpske konvencije.  

 

B Predlog sklepa 

 

Stalni odbor   

 

1. se seznani s poročilom Stalnega sekretariata in se z njim strinja,  

 

2. prosi Stalni sekretariat, da do naslednje seje Stalnega odbora preveri možnosti in 

način nadaljnjega sodelovanja s kavkaškimi gorskimi vasmi v trenutnih političnih 

razmerah ter mu predloži poročilo o rezultatih tega preverjanja,  

 

3. priporoča Alpski konferenci, da sprejme naslednji sklep:  

 

„Alpska konferenca  

 

1. se je seznanila s poročilom Stalnega sekretariata in se z njim strinja, 

 

2. pozdravlja nadaljnji razvoj gorskih partnerstev na območjih sodelovanja 

Alpske konvencije,   

 

3. prosi pogodbenice in opazovalce, da še naprej in skladno s svojimi 

zmožnostmi v okviru skupnih dejavnosti in s posameznimi prispevki finančno 

in vsebinsko podprejo gorska partnerstva na območjih sodelovanja Alpske 

konvencije.“  
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 First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

to the Framework Convention on the Protection 

and Sustainable Development of the 

Carpathians 

 

 

 

CARPATHIAN DECLARATION 

 

 

 
 

We, the Ministers and High Representatives of the seven Parties and Signatories to the 

Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians 

(hereafter Carpathian Convention), the Czech Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the 

Republic of Poland, Romania, the Republic of Serbia, the Slovak Republic and Ukraine, 

gathering in Kyiv on 13 December 2006, for the First Meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties to the Carpathian Convention; 

 

Reaffirming the commitment to implement the Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development,  the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development,  other 

internationally agreed development goals, including  the Millennium Development Goals as 

contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration as the overall policy frameworks for 

sustainable development; 

 

Recalling the UN General Assembly resolutions proclaiming and celebrating the International 

Year of Mountains in 2002  drawing attention of governments, organisations and individuals 

to the particular role mountains play for biodiversity, wildlife and cultural heritage 

preservation, water and energy supply, providing benefits for a significant proportion of 

humanity, in both mountain and lowland areas; 

 

Appreciating the International Partnership for Sustainable Development in Mountain Regions 

(“Mountain Partnership”) as an important platform for cooperation and experience-sharing 

between mountain regions of the world; 

 

Underlining that the Carpathian Convention is an important instrument to enhance the 

protection and sustainable development of the Carpathian region, based on its exceptional 

natural and cultural heritage. 

 

 

Have expressed the following: 

 

Achievements 

 

We express our satisfaction with the entry into force of the Carpathian Convention on 4 

January 2006 and underline our commitment to faithfully implement the Carpathian 

Convention; 
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We note with satisfaction that the Carpathian Convention unites seven Carpathian countries in 

a unique partnership, providing a transnational framework for cooperation and multisectoral 

policy integration, an open forum for participation by stakeholders and the public, and a 

platform for developing and implementing transnational strategies, programmes and projects 

for protection and sustainable development; 

 

We recognize the important political support provided by the European Community and its 

Member States to the implementation of the Carpathian Convention through the EU 

INTERREG III B CADSES “Carpathian Project”. We furthermore appreciate the 

contribution of the other organizations and institutions to the implementation of the 

Carpathian Convention as reflected in the section on Cooperation and Partnerships; 

 

We appreciate the activities of the interim Secretariat provided by UNEP in Vienna in 

preparation of COP 1, and welcome its activities in the development and leading of the 

Carpathian Project; 

 

We underline the importance of the Carpathian Convention as an instrument to enhance the 

protection and sustainable development of the Carpathian region, based on its exceptional 

natural and cultural heritage of global importance. 

 

Challenges  

 

We are aware that the Carpathian region represents a unique and dynamic living environment, 

ecologically valuable and rich of cultural heritage, having enormous ecological and economic 

potential, but currently facing rapid environmental, social and political changes; 

 

We note with concern that unbalanced and spontaneous development patterns in the 

Carpathian region can lead to loss of traditional knowledge and values, livelihoods, and local 

practices; 

 

We emphasize that more environmentally-friendly practices and technologies will need to be 

implemented, along with appropriate policies to support the development of sustainable 

transport, organic farming, energy efficiency, renewable energy sources, sustainable forest 

management and sustainable tourism, creating new jobs in these sectors. Regional policy 

coherence and consistency between national policies are among the major prerequisites to 

achieve sustainability in the Carpathians; 

 

We are aware that the challenge is to preserve and valorise the region’s potential, specificity 

and uniqueness, while increasing its sustainability. This will require responsible actions, 

taking into account global, regional and trans-boundary contexts and linkages, in order to 

enhance both the Carpathian environment and human livelihoods; 

 

We underline that the process of enlargement of the European Union provides the opportunity 

to strengthen the environmental protection and sustainable development in the Carpathian 

region, through the application and implementation of EU policies, programmes and 

legislation. 

 

Cooperation and Partnerships  

 

We recall with appreciation that the Alpine States have actively supported the development of 

the Carpathian Convention, and welcome the signature of the Memorandum of Understanding 

for the cooperation between the Alpine Convention and the Carpathian Convention; 
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We express our gratitude to the Government of Austria for its support to the Carpathian 

Convention, notably by continuing to host and co-finance the Secretariat of the Carpathian 

Convention on an interim basis; 

 

We appreciate the continued support of the Italian Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea, 

and the efficient cooperation and partnership with UNEP, the European Academy EURAC in 

Bolzano, Italy, and the Regional Environmental Centre (REC);  

 

We appreciate the successful cooperation with the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organisation), 

which resulted in the assessments of the SARD-M (sustainable agriculture and rural 

development in mountains);  
 
We note with appreciation the contribution of the Carpathian Environmental Outlook (KEO), 

to develop a holistic, integrated and strategic environmental assessment of key issues in the 

Carpathian region for the implementation of the Carpathian Convention; 

 
We appreciate the efforts of the Visegrad Group countries (the Czech Republic, the Republic 

of Hungary, the Republic of Poland and the Slovak Republic) to foster the dialogue with the 

European Commission; 
 

We encourage full participation and involvement of the Carpathian communities in decision-

making and implementation of relevant development policies, in accordance with the Aarhus 

principles;   

 

We note that the experiences of cooperation of the “Alpine Space” reveal the need for long-

lasting commitment and structural support by the European Union, to fully benefit of the 

considerable potential of the mountains for regional development; 

 

We express our conviction that cooperation with and support from the European Community 

and its Member States will be crucial to the development of the “Carpathian Space”, as an 

area of economic, social and environmental progress and sustainability in the heart of Europe, 

building on the region’s advantages and potentials, and addressing the challenges of mountain 

regions in an innovative and coordinated manner; 

 

We invite the European Community to accede to the Carpathian Convention and also invite 

the European Community and its Member States to join the transnational platform of the 

Carpathian countries, and to continue to support the protection and sustainable development 

of the “Carpathian Space” through relevant instruments and programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Done in Kyiv, Ukraine, 13 December 2006 
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Second Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable 

Development of the Carpathians 

 

 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 
 

 

 

We, the Ministers and other Heads of Delegations responsible for environment of the Czech Republic, 

the Republic of Hungary, the Republic of Poland, Romania, the Republic of Serbia, the Slovak 

Republic and Ukraine, attending the high-level segment of the Second Meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties to the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the 

Carpathians (hereafter Carpathian Convention), held in Bucharest, Romania on 19 June 2008; 

 

Recalling Resolution 62/196 of the General Assembly of the United Nations of 30 November 2007, 

which “notes with appreciation the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable 

Development of the Carpathians, adopted and signed by the seven countries of the region to provide a 

framework for cooperation and multisectoral policy coordination, a platform for joint strategies for 

sustainable development and a forum for dialogue between all involved stakeholders”; 

 

Recalling also the Ministerial Declaration of the Belgrade Conference held in October 2007, which 

welcomed “the mountain partnerships within and between the Alps, the Carpathians, the South-

Eastern European mountain region, the Caucasus and the mountain regions of Central Asia”, 

recognized “the benefits from the existing legally binding instruments for the protection and 

sustainable development of the mountain regions like the Alpine and the Carpathian Convention”, 

welcomed “the initiative of South-Eastern European and Caucasian countries to develop such 

instruments”, and encouraged the Mountain Partnership “to promote and foster exchanges of 

experience and expertise with other mountain regions in the world”; 

 

Reaffirming the commitments made in the Carpathian Declaration and the decisions adopted at the 

First Meeting of the Conference of the Parties on 13 December 2006, in Kyiv, Ukraine; 

 

Have declared the following: 

 

We express our satisfaction with the ratification of the Carpathian Convention by all its seven 

Signatories;  

 

We welcome the progress achieved in the implementation of the Carpathian Convention; 

 

We take note of the important role of the Carpathian Convention as a coherent framework for 

transnational and cross-sectoral cooperation for the implementation of activities through out the 

Carpathian region; 

 

We acknowledge the role and contribution of the Carpathian Convention in the implementation of the 

relevant global and regional programmes; 

 

We stress the importance of participation and further involvement of the regional and local authorities 

as well as other stakeholders in the implementation of the Carpathian Convention; 

 



We highly welcome the adoption of the Protocol on Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological 

and Landscape Diversity to the Carpathian Convention (hereinafter as the Biodiversity Protocol) and 

call for its ratification; 

 

We look forward to developing the Strategic Action Plan as an implementation tool for the 

Biodiversity Protocol; 

 

We appreciate the ongoing work on following protocols such as Protocol on Sustainable Forestry, 

Protocol on Sustainable Tourism and Protocol on Sustainable Transport and look forward to the 

finalization of these documents  in order to enable more efficient implementation of the Convention 

and achieve its main objectives; 

 

We welcome the development of a “Vision and Strategy for the Carpathian Area” as a strategic basis 

for the future sustainable development of the Carpathian region and other implementation strategies; 

 

We welcome the successful work of the Carpathian Wetland Initiative as a partnership established in 

the framework of the Carpathian and Ramsar Conventions; 

  

We note with appreciation the establishment of a regional platform for sustainable agriculture and 

rural development in the Carpathian region resulting of the fruitful cooperation with the FAO;  

 

We support the development of an Inventory of Carpathian Heritage as well as other practical 

activities in support of cultural heritage and traditional knowledge of the local people;   

 

We welcome the Carpathian renewable energy partnership and programme for a regional competence 

network established  in cooperation with UNIDO and the FAO, which should promote sustainable use 

and production of renewable energy while ensuring environmental sustainability; 

 

We recognize the important support provided by the EU INTERREG III B CADSES “Carpathian 

Project” for the achievement of this progress in the implementation of the convention’s goals; 

 

We underline the importance of continuing the structural support for the Carpathian region from the 

relevant European Union programmes, in particular the European Regional Development Fund, to 

support the follow-up projects prioritized in the  framework of the Carpathian Convention; 

 

We reiterate our call for the creation of a stand-alone “Carpathian Space” Programme of the European 

Regional Development Funds, following the successful example of the Alpine Space programme, 

supporting the general objectives of the Carpathian Convention, and request the interim Secretariat in 

cooperation with the EU Member States that are Parties to the Convention to undertake all necessary 

steps; 

 

We appreciate the activities of the interim Secretariat provided by UNEP in Vienna in servicing the 

Carpathian Convention and leading the Carpathian Project, and we call upon the interim Secretariat to 

further support the Convention’s implementation  by coordinating  follow-up activities and projects; 

 

We express our gratitude to the Government of Austria for its support to the Carpathian Convention, 

notably by continuing to host and co-finance the Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention on an 

interim basis; 

 

We appreciate the continued support of the Italian Ministry of Environment, Land and Sea, and the 

efficient cooperation and partnership with UNEP, the European Academy EURAC in Bolzano, Italy, 

and the Regional Environmental Centre (REC); 

 

We express our gratitude to Switzerland for its commitment to support the Carpathian Convention 

implementation as part of the Swiss Contribution for EU enlargement; 



We express our gratitude to ALPARC and the Task Force Protected Areas of the Alpine Convention 

for their support to the cooperation activities of the Carpathian Network of Protected Areas; 

 

We reiterate our invitation to the European Community to accede to the Carpathian Convention; 

 

We appreciate the signature of the Memorandum of Cooperation between the Alpine and Carpathian 

Conventions and the Convention on Biological Diversity, supporting the implementation of the CBD 

in the Carpathian region; 

 

We take note with concern of the impacts of climate change on mountainous areas and emphasize the 

need of a coordinated approach for coping with this global challenge within the Carpathian region; 

 

We express our satisfaction with the Carpathian Convention joining the Mountain Partnership and 

emphasize our readiness to experience-sharing with other mountains regions; 

 

We reaffirm our commitment to faithfully implement the Carpathian Convention; 

 

We express our gratitude to the Government of Romania for having hosted the Second Meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Carpathian Convention.  

 

 

 

Done in Bucharest, Romania, 19 June 2008 
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Vaduz Ministerial Statement  
 

 

We, the Ministers and high-level representatives of the Governments of the countries of 

the Caucasus region: Republic of Armenia, Republic of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Russian Federation and Republic of Turkey, meeting in Vaduz, 

Liechtenstein at the invitation of the Ministry of Environmental Affairs, Land Use 

Planning, Agriculture and Forestry of Liechtenstein and the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP):  

 

AWARE that the Caucasus region, which is one of the  unique mountainous ecosystems 

of Earth, rich with biological and landscape diversity and one of the ancient centres of 

civilization, constitutes a source of diverse ecosystems, species and genetic resources;  

 

RECOGNISING that this statement will not affect the sovereign rights of the countries 

and their related international policy; 

 

CONSIDERING the Caucasus region in terms of its geographic, environmental, 

economic and social potential;  

 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the different economic, social and environmental conditions 

in the countries;  

 

AIMING at improving the social and economic conditions and the quality of life of the 

inhabitants of the Caucasus region, as well as taking into account the strong linkages 

between mountain regions and the lowlands;  

 

EMPHASISING the need for encouraging public participation in sustainable 

development undertaken in the Caucasus region;  

 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT relevant multilateral environmental agreements to which 

our Governments are parties; 

 

NOTING the work of the Environment and Security Initiative and the Mountain 

Partnership in participating countries; 

 

RECALLING the Declaration “Building Bridges to the Future” adopted in Belgrade 12 

October 2007 by Ministers of the region of the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Europe (UNECE); 

 

 

AIMING at the involvement of all Caucasus countries in the protection and sustainable 

development of the Caucasus region, drawing on the experience of UN agencies, 

interested countries and international organisations, as deemed appropriate by the 

concerned countries of the region; 

 

Have agreed to 

 

1. Invite the countries of the Caucasus region to strengthen partnerships, as appropriate, 

for the protection and sustainable development of the mountain regions of the 



Caucasus, taking into account generally recognised principles and norms of 

international law, 

 

2. Appreciate the work done by UNEP in mountain protection and sustainable 

development in the Caucasus region and encourage UNEP to continue to promote 

partnerships in this area, 

 

3. Welcome the sharing of experience with the Alpine and Carpathian Conventions, 

inter alia, within the Mountain Partnership, as appropriate, and call upon UN agencies 

and organisations to continue to support the efforts to this end, 

 

4. Appreciate the activities of the REC Caucasus, the Russian REC and the REC 

Turkey, as international NGOs, in support of the efforts of the Caucasus countries 

towards protection and sustainable development of the region and encourage them to 

continue their work, as deemed appropriate by the respective countries of the region, 

 

 

5. Express our gratitude to the Ministry of Environmental Affairs, Land Use Planning, 

Agriculture and Forestry of Liechtenstein for organizing this meeting of Ministers 

and high level-officials on strengthening partnerships for the protection and 

sustainable development of the Caucasus region, 

 

6. Welcome the offer of the Islamic Republic of Iran to host a next meeting and request 

UNEP to solicit the views of the Governments of the region, 

 

 

 

 

Vaduz, 16 November 2007 
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Executive Summary  

Following the discussions at the second meeting of the Working Group of Senior Officials 

(29–30 June 2006) regarding the agenda of the Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment 

for Europe” to be held in Belgrade from 10 to 12 October 2007, the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP) was invited to provide updates, as appropriate, on activities 

under the “Documents of Category I and II” in accordance with the framework for the agenda 

of the Conference. This Category I paper for the Conference is intended to report on the 

progress made in the cooperation for the protection and sustainable development of mountain 

regions in Europe.  

Consequently, the Conference is invited to take note of and welcome the progress made in the 

development of the Framework Convention on the Protection and Sustainable Development 

of the South-East European Mountain Region, and to express its support for the mountain 

partnerships within and between the Alps, the Carpathians, the Caucasus, and the mountain 

regions of Central Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The United Nations, in General Assembly resolution 53/24 of 19 November 1998, 

declared 2002 to be the International Year of Mountains (IYM), with the goal of raising 

international awareness about mountains, their global importance, the fragility of their resources, 

and the necessity of sustainable approaches to mountain development. Mountain initiatives build 

on the process initiated by the 1992 Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the outcome of 

which, Agenda 21, highlights in its chapter 13 the urgency for action to achieve sustainable 

mountain development.  

2. The most detailed reference to and international mandate for the elaboration of regional 

mountain instruments is contained in the recently adopted Mountain Biodiversity Programme of 

Work of the Convention on Biological Diversity. The Programme of Work aims to establish 

“regional and transboundary collaboration and the establishment of cooperative agreements” on 

mountains. UNEP is one of the leading United Nations agencies supporting diverse mountain 

initiatives by providing its expertise, services and assistance for mountain regions worldwide, 

and plays a key role in promoting chapter 15 of Agenda 21, on “Conservation of biological 

diversity”. UNEP has initiated and/or facilitated negotiations for many multilateral 

environmental conventions, which address the major environmental issues of today, including 

agreements on protection and sustainable mountain development. 

II. MOUNTAIN PARTNERSHIP 

3. The Mountain Partnership, launched at the World Summit for Sustainable Development 

in 2002, is a broad alliance of countries, intergovernmental organizations and major groups 

working towards improving the lives of mountain people and protecting mountain environments 



ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/27 

Page 3 

 

 

around the world. Its Secretariat is hosted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) in Rome, with the participation of UNEP. The First Global Meeting of the 

Partnership, held in Merano, Italy, in October 2003, was a landmark event, presenting the 

Partners with a unique opportunity to exchange views, to compare practices; to identify common 

needs, priorities and concerns; and to explore key issues related to the structure, membership and 

governance of the Partnership. Countries in Central and Eastern Europe as well as in Central 

Asia have taken this opportunity to propose initiatives for the protection and sustainable 

management of major transboundary mountain ranges in Europe and Central Asia. The Second 

Global Meeting of the Mountain Partnership held in Cusco, Peru, in 2004, reconfirmed the 

initiatives directed towards making mountain challenges a priority issue of attention at the 

international level. 

4. Adopted in 1991, the Alpine Convention brought together all the Alpine countries and the 

European Community to collaborate on mountain development and protection, and has provided 

much inspiration in this regard, particularly in Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa. 

Accordingly, in IYM 2002, UNEP assisted in launching a European mountain initiative aimed at 

facilitating partnerships and increasing cooperation between and among Governments and 

stakeholders of various regions, for the protection and sustainable management of transboundary 

mountain ranges. 

III. ALPINE CONVENTION 

5. The Alpine Convention, which entered into force in 1995, was the first regional 

convention created worldwide for the protection and sustainable development of a mountain 

region. Under this framework convention, eight protocols have been negotiated and adopted on a 

broad range of issues, including nature protection and landscape conservation, mountain 

agriculture, spatial planning and sustainable development, transport, mountain forests, energy, 

soil protection and tourism, as well as a special protocol on dispute settlement. All these 

protocols entered into force in December 2002. Since the seventh meeting of the Alpine 

Conference, the Contracting Parties have supported the establishment of mountain partnerships. 

At their eighth meeting in 2004, they decided both to include the development of mountain 

partnerships in their multi-annual work programme for 2005–2010 and to join the Mountain 

Partnership. The latter decision took effect in January 2006. 

6. During the ninth meeting of the Alpine Conference held in November 2006 in Alpbach, 

Austria, the priority cooperation areas of the mountain partnership activities performed by the 

Alpine Convention – for instance, the Carpathians, the Caucasus and Central Asia – were 

extended to the Balkans, and a declaration was adopted in which the Alpine States and observers 

from various mountain regions of the world expressed their desire to support cooperation 

between mountain regions. The declaration takes “note with appreciation” of the partnerships 

formed and to be developed between the Alpine States and the countries of the Carpathians, 

Balkans, the Caucasus and Central Asia “to pass on the manifold experiences made in the Alpine 

process to other mountain regions”. It also notes with appreciation “the commitment of the 

Alpine States in the implementation of the Local Agenda 21 project … aiming at establishing a 

transboundary alliance of mountain communities in the Caucasus”.  
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7. Recognizing the fact that climate change poses one of the greatest threats to the mountain 

ecosystems of the Alps, the ninth Alpine Conference adopted a declaration on climate change in 

the Alps and, to promote implementation of the declaration, requested the Alpine Convention’s 

Standing Committee to produce an action plan containing recommendations for activities 

specific to the Alpine region in time for the tenth Alpine Conference, to be held in 2008.  

8. During the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Framework Convention 

on the Protection and Sustainable Development of the Carpathians (Carpathian Convention), 

held in Kiev on 13 December 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding with the Alpine 

Convention was signed to facilitate the long-term cooperation of the two sister Conventions. 

Collaboration is foreseen in all areas of environmental protection and sustainable development 

covered by the Conventions, and in particular in the subject areas of the protocols to the Alpine 

Convention and the provisions of the Carpathian Convention. 

IV. CARPATHIAN CONVENTION 

9. In 2001, UNEP was requested by the Government of Ukraine to service a regional 

cooperation process for the protection and sustainable development of the Carpathians, a major 

transboundary mountain range shared by seven countries in Central and Eastern Europe (the 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Serbia, the Slovak Republic and Ukraine). In 2002, 

an Alpine-Carpathian partnership was initiated by the Ministry of the Environment and Territory 

of Italy. At the Fifth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, held in Kiev in May 

2003, the Carpathian countries adopted the Carpathian Convention. Since its establishment, 

Austria has continuously hosted and supported the Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian 

Convention provided by UNEP in Vienna. France, Germany and Monaco have provided 

continuous support for the establishment of a network of protected areas in the Carpathians 

through concrete projects.  

10. The Carpathian Convention entered into force on 4 January 2006. Its first meeting of the 

Conference of the Parties was held from 11 to 13 December 2006 in Kiev. The meeting adopted 

the Convention’s Programme of Work for 2006–2008. This ambitious Programme, facilitates the 

practical implementation of the Convention, including benefits to the health and well-being of 

the environment and local communities of the Carpathians.  

11.  The Conference established the Carpathian Convention Implementation Committee as 

the Subsidiary Body of the Convention. The Committee will oversee the activities of the six 

newly established Working Groups, co-financed by the European Union’s INTERREG IIIB1 

CADSES2 “Carpathian Project”, on the conservation and sustainable use of biological and 

landscape diversity; cultural heritage and traditional knowledge; sustainable agriculture, rural 

development and forestry; sustainable industry, energy, transport and infrastructure; sustainable 

 
1 Interreg IIIB is a European Community initiative which aims to stimulate transnational cooperation in the EU 

between 2000-06.  
2 Central, Adriatic, Danubian and South-Eastern European Space (CADSES). 
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tourism; and spatial planning. Starting the development of protocols, a first Protocol on the 

Conservation of Biological and Landscape Diversity is being negotiated. 

12. Finally, the Conference adopted a decision inviting the European Community to accede 

to the Carpathian Convention.   

V. SOUTH-EASTERN EUROPE 

13. Significant steps towards closer cooperation in the South-Eastern Europe (SEE) region 

are being made with the support of the Mountain Partnership. UNEP was requested by the 

Ministry of the Environment and Physical Planning of The former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia to support and service a regional cooperation process, aimed at addressing the need 

for sustainable mountain development in SEE. 

14.  After a series of preparatory workshops, including discussions at the Cusco Conference 

in 2004, the meeting, “Sharing the Experience – Capacity-Building for the Protection and 

Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions in South East Europe”, was organized by UNEP 

and supported by the Italian Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea. The meeting took 

place on 12 and 13 December 2005 in Bolzano, Italy, with the technical and scientific support of 

the European Academy in Bolzano (EURAC) and the cooperation of the Balkan Foundation for 

Sustainable Development (BFSD). At the meeting, experts and government representatives from 

the SEE countries were extensively briefed about the collaborative arrangements and activities in 

the Alpine and Carpathian regions, and subsequently expressed the wish for a formal subregional 

process, leading to closer cooperation in the SEE region. 

15. Consequently, the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning of The former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia hosted the intergovernmental consultation on the “Cooperation 

for the Protection and Sustainable Development of Mountain Regions in South-East Europe”, in 

Pelister, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, on 12 and 13 May 2006. The meeting 

reviewed a study conducted by the BFSD, the “Assessment on the current situation and needs of 

cooperation on the protection and sustainable development of mountain regions/areas in South-

Eastern Europe (Balkans)”, expressed its support for developing a legal framework for 

cooperation in SEE, and recommended that a draft text of a legal instrument be prepared for 

negotiation. 

16. Supported by Italy and in collaboration with the Regional Environmental Center for 

Central and Eastern Europe (REC-CEE), a partner of UNEP in the Environment and Security 

Initiative (ENVSEC) and a contributor to many aspects of its work, a third meeting was 

organized at  EURAC in Bolzano on 3 and 4 November 2006. The meeting completed an expert 

reading of the draft convention text and suggested that all SEE countries join in a negotiation 

process. Consultations are under way to organize a next negotiation meeting in the region, with a 

view to advancing the agreement and conclusion of the proposed framework convention.  

17. The 2007 Belgrade Conference is expected to be a landmark event for facilitating and 

launching the formal process of cooperation for the protection and sustainable development of 

mountain regions in SEE.  



ECE/BELGRADE.CONF/2007/27 

Page 6 

 

 

 

 

VI. CAUCASUS 

18. In June 2001, in the context of the preparations of the IYM, Armenia, Georgia and the 

Russian Federation gathered in Yerevan to discuss the possibility of a legal instrument for the 

protection of the mountain ecosystems in the Caucasus. Underlining the principle of integrity of 

the Caucasian region in terms of its geographical, ecological and social dimensions, as a basic 

principle, they requested UNEP to continue to provide assistance. It was further agreed to engage 

the REC for the Caucasus (RECC) to raise public awareness of the initiative and WWF Caucasus 

to provide technical know-how.  

19. In July 2003 the RECC organized a conference, “Sustainable Development of 

Mountainous Regions of the Caucasus”, which was attended by governmental authorities, non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and scientific experts from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 

the Russian Federation and Turkey. The conference concluded that “the solution of the existing 

environmental problems and the addressing of the challenges related to the rational use of natural 

resources are only possible subject to the intersectoral, interregional and interstate cooperation, 

which could serve as the basis for drafting in the future the Caucasus Convention, as a guarantor 

of the social, economic and environmental security of the mountainous regions of the Caucasus”. 

20. Supported by Italy and serviced by UNEP, representatives of the Ministries for the 

Environment and Ministries for Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Islamic Republic of 

Iran, the Russian Federation and Turkey (Armenia was unable to attend because of technical 

problems) met at EURAC in Bolzano in December 2005, and were briefed on the collaboration 

and work under the Alpine and Carpathian Conventions. Reconfirming “the principle of integrity 

of the Caucasian eco-region in terms of its geographical, environmental, economic and social 

dimensions”, the participants resolved that they were “aiming at involvement of all Caucasian 

countries, other interested countries and international organizations in cooperation processes for 

development of a legal instrument on sustainable development, with special emphasis on 

sustainable land use and protection of the Caucasian mountainous ecosystems”. 

21. Consultations are under way to arrange a high-level meeting between the six Caucasus 

States, at which the formal commitment to the commencement of the process is to be given. At 

the same time, the meeting will take stock of existing initiatives and programmes in the region 

such as the Alliance of Mountain Communities of the Caucasus and the Council for the 

Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Resource Use, as well as activities under the South 

Caucasus Water Program and other initiatives involving the Governments and NGOs such as the 

RECC and WWF. Supported by a number of intergovernmental organizations and donor 

countries, including the Alpine Convention, Germany, Liechtenstein and the United States, the 

meeting will aim to create the basis for the development of a framework agreement for the 

protection and sustainable development of the mountain regions in the Caucasus.  
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VII. CENTRAL ASIA 

22. The degradation of mountain ecosystems is considered a serious problem in the Central 

Asian region, one accompanied by population growth, a rise in unemployment and poverty, the 

lack of energy resources, unsatisfactory infrastructure, and other economic and social problems. 

The vital necessity of cooperation and coordination of the activities of the Central Asian 

countries for the conservation of the mountain ecosystems at regional level has been recognized 

by all stakeholders. The Working Group of Central Asian Countries’ Senior Officials in 

cooperation with the Central Asian REC (CAREC) has submitted a Category I document to the 

Belgrade Conference on the “Central Asian Initiative on Sustainable Development: Progress and 

Prospects”, making ample reference to the issue of mountain protection and sustainable 

development, as well as to various joint activities with partners in other mountain regions of the 

world.  

23. Following the initiative of the Government of Kyrgyzstan, the Global Mountain Summit 

took place in Bishkek, crowning the International Year of the Mountains 2002. As the facilitator 

of the first Global Mountain Summit, Central Asia is particularly committed to resolve the 

problems it faces in the area of sustainable development of mountain regions with a focus on 

halting the degradation of mountain ecosystems, as one of the results of global climate change 

and increasing human-induced pressure. The Central Asian countries are further adamant to 

increase the level of public awareness of the importance of sustainable development of mountain 

regions and to disseminate their experiences and knowledge about caring for vulnerable 

mountain ecosystems. The Interstate Commission on Sustainable Development for Central Asian 

countries has taken the decision to establish the Central Asian Mountain Centre, which will be 

located in Kyrgyzstan, and to address the donor community on issues that can be resolved only 

with the help of the international community. 

24. Another example of successful mountain cooperation is the Central Asian Mountain 

Partnership (CAMP) programme, which promotes sustainable mountain development by 

encouraging the sustainable use of resources, product development and marketing, village 

development, and policy dialogue among different stakeholders in Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and 

Kazakhstan. CAMP is financed by the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation. In 

November 2005 representatives of mountain villages of the Alps, the Altai, the Carpathians, the 

Caucasus and Central Asia met in Bishkek on the occasion of a conference on the role of local 

governance in sustainable development organized by CAMP and financed by the Contracting 

Parties of the Alpine Convention, which gave considerable impetus to the replication of the 

process in other mountain regions.  

VIII. OTHER MOUNTAIN REGIONS  

25. Within the framework of the global Mountain Partnership, and in close consultation with 

its partners in FAO and the Mountain Forum, which facilitates global communication and 

information exchange on mountain issues, UNEP is sharing its experience on the Carpathian 

Convention with other mountain regions such as the Andes and the Hindu Kush-Karakoram-

Himalaya (including the cooperation with the International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD)).  
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IX. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE WAY FORWARD 

26.  Sustainable mountain development can be advanced considerably through regional and 

subregional initiatives, cooperation and actions. The Alpine region offers a wealth of experience 

in the field of sustainable development as well as many knowledge repositories of mountain-

related information, which are increasingly made available to interested mountain stakeholders. 

Innovative regional and local development approaches are now being implemented in the 

Carpathians with European Union structural funds supporting the Carpathian mountain range 

cooperation, which can provide food for thought and the sharing of experience with other 

mountain regions such as in SEE, Caucasus or Central Asia. The Mountain Partnership offers a 

promising international platform for interlinking this experience with other mountain regions in 

the world. 

27.  In order to be successful and achieve lasting results, collaboration among mountain 

regions must address a great variety of interlinked areas: agriculture and forestry, energy and 

transport, landscape planning and water basin management, and sustainable tourism and 

biodiversity protection. Joint action in mountain regions will also directly contribute to the 

implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its programme of work on 

mountains; assist in the achievement of the 2010 target to halt the loss of biological diversity of 

the Pan European Ecological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS); as well as support 

European nature conservation policies in mountain ecosystems. 

28. Collaborative arrangements such as the Alpine and Carpathian Conventions have proven 

themselves to be useful approaches and powerful incentives for mountain-related action and 

support.  It is hoped that negotiations on framework conventions on the Protection and 

Sustainable Development of the SEE and Caucasus mountain regions will advance, and that they 

will receive the necessary backing and support from all partners involved.  

The Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe”, to be held in Belgrade from 10 to 

12 October 2007, is invited to take note of, welcome and support the mountain partnerships 

within and between the Alps, the Carpathians, the South-East European Mountain Region, the 

Caucasus, and the mountain regions of Central Asia, including the development of framework 

instruments for the protection and sustainable development of the South-East European and 

Caucasus mountain regions; to encourage the international Mountain Partnership to promote and 

foster exchanges of experience and expertise with other mountain regions in the world; and to 

call upon donors and the international community to continue to support and service mountain 

partnerships and initiatives in Europe and other parts of the world. 
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