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Preamble

The Federal Republic of German y,
the French Repubilic,

the ltalian Republic,

the Republic of Slovenia,

the Principality of Liechtenstein,

he Republic of Austria,

the Swiss Confederation

and

the European Economic Community -

AWARE that the Alps are one of the lar-
gest continuous unspoilt natural areas in
Europe, which, with their outstanding
unique and diverse natural habitat, cultu-
re and history, constitute an economic,
cultural, recreational and living environ-
ment in the heart of Europe, shared by
numerous peoples and countries,

RECOGNIZING that the Alps constitute
the living and economic environment for
the indigenous population and are also
vitally important for extraAlpine regions,
being the site of important transport rou-
tes, for example,

RECOGNIZING the fact that the Alps
constitute an essential habitat and last
refuge for many endangered species of
plants and animals

AWARE of the substantial differences
existing between national legal systems,
natural conditions, population distributi-
on, agriculture and forestry, the state and
development of the economy, the volu-
me of traffic and the nature and intensity
of tourism,

Alpine signals 1

Ax

AWARE that the evergrowing pressures
caused by man are increasingly threate-
ning the Alpine region and its ecological
functions, and that the damage is either
irreparable or rectifiable only with great
effort, at considerable cost and, as a rule,
over a long period of time,

CONVINCED of the need for economic
interests to be reconciled with ecological
requirements,

FOLLOWING the outcome of the first Al-
pine Conference of Environment Mini-
sters held in Berchtesgaden from 9 to It
October 1989, have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Scope

1. The Convention shall cover the Alpine
region, as described and depicted in
the Annex.

2. Each Contracting Party may, when
depositing its instrument of ratificati-
on, acceptance or approval or at any
time thereafter, extend the application
of this Convention to additional parts
of its national territory by making a
declaration to the depositary, the Re-
public of Austria, provided that this is
necessary to implement the provisi-
ons of the Convention.

3. Any declaration made under para-
graph 2 may, in respect of any natio-
nal territory specified in such declara-
tion, be withdrawn by a notification
addressed to the depositary. The with-
drawal shall become effective on the



first day of the month following the
expiration of a period of six months
after the date of receipt of such noti-
fication by the depositary.

Article 2
General obligations

1. The Contracting Parties shall pursue a

comprehensive policy for the preser-
vation and protection of the Alps by
applying the principles of prevention,
payment by the polluter (the 'polluter
pays' principle) and cooperation, after
careful consideration of the interests
of all the Alpine States, their Alpine
regions and the European Economic
Community, and through the prudent
and sustained use of resources.
Transborder cooperation in the Alpine
region shall be intensified and exten-
ded both in terms of the territory and
the number of subjects covered.

. In order to achieve the objective refer-
red to in paragraph 1, the Contracting
Parties shall take appropriate measu-
res in particular in the following
areas:

a. population and culture the objecti-
ve is to respect, preserve and
promote the cultural and social
independence of the indigenous
population and to guarantee the
basis for their living standards, in
particular environmentally sound
settlement and economic develop-
ment, and promote mutual under-
standing and cooperation between

Alpine and extraAlpine populati-
ons;

b. spatial planning the objective is to
ensure the economic and rational
use of land and the sound, harmo-
nious development of the whole
region, particular emphasis being
placed on natural hazards, the
avoidance of under and overuse
and the conservation or rehabilita-
tion of natural habitats by means
of a thorough clarification and eva-
luation of landuse requirements,
foresighted integral planning and
coordination of the measures ta-
ken;

c. prevention of air pollution the ob-
jective is to drastically reduce the
emission of pollutants and polluti-
on problems in the Alpine region,
together with inputs of harmful
substances from outside the regi-
on, to a level which is not harmful
to man, animals and plants;

d. soil conservation the objective is
to reduce quantitative and qualita-
tive soil damage, in particular by
applying agricultural and forestry
methods which do not harm the
soil, through minimum interference
with soil and land, control of erosi-
on and the restriction of soil
sealing,

e. water management the objective
is to preserve or reestablish healthy
water systems, in particular by
keeping lakes and rivers free of
pollution, by applying natural hy-
draulic engineering techniques
and by using water power, which
serves the interests of both the in-
digenous population and the envi-
ronment alike;
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f. conservation of nature and the

countryside the objective is to pro-
tect, conserve and, where neces-
sary, rehabilitate and natural envi-
ronment and the countryside, so
that ecosystems are able to func-
tion, animal and plants species,
including their habitats, are pre-
served, nature's capacity for rege-
neration and sustained productivi-
ty is maintained, and the variety,
uniqueness and beauty of nature
and the countryside as a whole
are preserved on a permanent
basis;

. mountain farming the objective is,
in the public interest, to maintain
the management of land traditio-
nally cultivated by man and to
preserve and promote a system of
farming which suits local conditi-
ons and is environmentally com-
patible, taking into account the
less favourable economic conditi-
ons;

. mountain forests the objective is to
preserve, reinforce and restore the
role of forests, in particular their
protective role, by improving the
resistance of forest ecosystems
mainly by applying natural forestry
techniques and preventing any
utilization detrimental to forests,
taking into account the less favou-
rable economic conditions in the
Alpine region;

tourism and recreation the objecti-
ve is, by restricting activities harm-
ful to the environment, to harmoni-
ze tourism and recreational activi-
ties which ecological and social
requirements, in particular by set-
ting aside quiet areas;
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j. transport the objective is to reduce
the volume and dangers of interAl-
pine and transAlpine traffic to a
level which is not harmful to hu-
mans, animals and plants and
their habitats, by switching more
traffic, in particular freight traffic, to
the railways in particular by provi-
ding appropriate infrastructure
and incentives complying which
market principles, without discri-
mination on grounds of nationali-
ty,

k. energy the objective is to intro-
duce methods for the production,
distribution and use of energy
which preserve the countryside
and are environmentally compa-
tible, and to promote energysaving
measures;

I. waste management the objective
is to develop a system of waste
collection, utilization and disposal
which meets the special topogra-
phic, geological and climatic re-
quirements of the Alpine region,
paying particular attention to wa-
ste avoidance.

3. The Contracting Parties shall agree
upon Protocols laying down details
for the implementation of this Conven-
tion.

Article 3

Research and systematic monitoring

In the areas specified in Article 2, the
Contracting Parties shall agree to:



a. cooperate in the carrying out of re-
search activities and scientific assess-
ments;

b. develop joint or complementary sy-
stematic monitoring programmer;

c. harmonize research, monitoring and
related data-acquisition activities.

Article 4

Legal, scientific, economic and
technical cooperation

1. The Contracting Parties shall facilitate
and promote the exchange of legal,
scientific, economic and technical in-
formation relevant to this Convention.

2. The Contracting Parties shall inform
each other of planned legal or econo-
mic measures which are expected to
have particular effects on the Alpine
region or parts thereof, in order to
give the utmost consideration to
cross-border and regional require-
ments.

3. The Contracting Parties shall coope-
rate with international governmental
and nongovernmental organizations,
where necessary, to ensure the effec-
tive implementation of the Convention
and the Protocols to which they are a
Contracting Party.

4. The Contracting Parties shall ensure
that the public are regularly kept infor-
med in an appropriate manner about
the results of research, monitoring
and action taken.

5. The Contracting Parties' obligations
under this Convention with regard to
the provision of information shall be
subject to compliance with national
laws on confidentiality. Information
designated confidential shall be
treated as such.

Article 5

Conference of Contracting Parties
(Alpine Conference)

1. Regular meetings of the Conference
of Contracting Parties shall he held to
discuss the common concerns of and
cooperation between the Contracting
Parties. The first meeting of the Alpine
Conference shall be convened a year
after the entry into force of this Con-
vention at the latest by a Contracting
Party to be determined by agree-
ment.

2. Subsequently, ordinary meetings of
the Conference shall normally be con-
vened every two years by the Con-
tracting Party holding the chair. The
chairmanship and location shall
change after each ordinary meeting of
the Conference. Both shall be deter-
mined by the Alpine Conference.

3. The Contracting Party holding the

chair shall propose the agenda for the
meeting of the Conference. Each
Contracting Party shall have the right
to have other items included on the
agenda.

4. The Contracting Parties shall forward

to the Conference information on the
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measures which they have taken in
implementation of the Convention and
the Protocols to which they are a Con-
tracting Party, subject to national laws
on confidentiality.

5. The United Nations, its specialized
agencies, the Council of Europe and
all European countries may take part
in the meetings of the Conference as
observers. The same applies to cross-
border associations of Alpine territori-
al authorities. In addition, relevant in-
ternational nongovernmental organi-
zations may be admitted to the Confe-
rence as observers.

6. Extraordinary meetings of the Confe-
rence shall be held by consensus or if
a written application has been made
to the presiding Contracting Party by
one third of the Contracting Parties
between two ordinary meetings.

Article 6
Functions of the Conference

At its meetings, the Conference shall ex-
amine the implementation of the Con-
vention and Protocols, together with An-
nexes, and, in particular, shall carry out
the following functions at its meetings:

a. it shall adopt amendments to the Con-
vention under the procedure laid
down in Article 10;

b. it shall adopt Protocols and their An-
nexes and amendments thereto under
the procedure laid down in Article | 1;

c. it shall adopt its Rules of Procedure;
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. it shall make the necessary financial

decisions;

. it shall approve the creation of Wor-

king Groups deemed necessary for
the implementation of the Conventi-
on;

it shall take note of assessments of
scientific information;

. it shall decide or recommend measu-

res to achieve the objectives laid
down in Articles 3 and 4, shall deter-
mine the nature, subject and date of
submission of the information to be
submitted in accordance with Article
S (4), and shall take note of this infor-
mation, together with the reports sub-
mitted by the Working Groups;

. it shall be responsible for carrying out

essential secretariat functions.

Article 7
Decision making within the Conference

1. The Conference shall reach its decisi-

ons unanimously unless otherwise
determined below. If all efforts to
achieve unanimity with regard to the
functions referred to in Article 6 (c), (0
and (g) have failed and the chairman
specifically establishes this fact, the
decision shall be reached by a three-
quarters majority of the Contracting
Parties present and voting at the mee-
ting.

. Each Contracting Party shall have a

vote at the Conference. Within the
areas of its competence, the Euro-
pean Community exercises its right to
vote with a number of votes equal to
the number of its Member States



which are Contracting Parties to this
Convention; the European Economic
Community shall not exercise is right
to vote in cases where the Member
States exercise theirs.

Article 8
Permanent Committee

1. A Conference Permanent Committee
consisting of delegates of the Con-
tracting Parties shall be set up as an
executive body.

2. Signatory States which have not yet
ratified the Convention shall have ob-
server status at Permanent Committee
meetings. In addition, any Alpine Sta-
te which has not yet signed this Con-
vention may be given this status on
demand.

3. The Permanent Committee shall
adopt its Rules of Procedure.

4. In addition, the Standing Committee
shall decide on the procedures for
any participation of representatives of
governmental and/or non-
governmental organizations at its
meetings.

5. The Contracting Party presiding over
the Conference shall appoint the
chairman of the Permanent
Committee.

6. The Permanent Committee shall carry
out the following functions in particu-
lar:

a. it shall analyse the information
submitted by the Contracting Par-
ties in accordance with Article s (4)
and report to the Alpine
Conference;

b. it shall collect and assess docu-
ments with regard to the imple-
mentation of the Convention and
Protocols, together with Annexes,
and shall submit them to the Con-
ference for examination in accor-
dance with Atrticle 6;

c. it shall inform the Alpine Confe-
rence about the implementation of
the Conference's decisions;

d. it shall prepare programmes for
meetings of the Conference and
may propose items for the agenda
as well as other measures relating
to the implementation of the Con-
vention and is Protocols;

e. it shall appoint Working Groups to
formulate Protocols and recom-
mendations, in accordance with
Article 6 (e) and coordinate their
activities;

f. it shall examine and harmonize the
contents of draft Protocols from an
overall point of view and propose
them to the Conference;

g. it shall propose measures and re-
commendations for the achieve-
ment of the objectives contained
in the Convention and its Proto-
cols to the Conference.

. Decisionmaking within the Permanent

Committee shall take place in accor-
dance with the provisions laid down in
Article 7.
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Article 9
Secretariat

The Conference may decide unanimous-
ly to set up a permanent secretariat.

Article 10
Amendments to the Convention

Any Contracting Party may submit pro-
posals for amendments to this Conventi-
on to the Contracting Party presiding
over the Conference. Such proposals
shall be communicated to the Contrac-
ting Parties and signatory States by the
Contracting Party presiding over the
Conference at least six months before
the Conference meeting at which they
are to be considered. Amendments to
the Convention shall come into force in
accordance with Article 12 (2), (3) and

(4).

Article 11
Protocols and amendments thereto

1. Draft Protocols within the meaning of
Article 2 (3) shall be communicated to
the Contracting Parties and signatory
States by the Contracting Party presi-
ding over the Conference at least six
months before the Conference mee-
ting at which they are to be conside-
red.

2. The Protocols adopted by the Confe-
rence shall be signed at the Confe-
rence meetings or subsequently at
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the depositary. They shall be appli-
cable to those Contracting Parties
which have ratified, accepted or ap-
proved them. In order for a Protocol to
come into force at least three ratifica-
tions, acceptances or approvals shall
be necessary. The relevant docu-
ments shall be deposited with the de-
positary, the Republic of Austria.

3. Unless otherwise provided for in the
Protocol, the entry into force and
denunciation of a Protocol shall be
governed by Articles 10, 13 and 14.

4. In the case of amendments to Proto-
cols, paragraphs | to 3 shall apply
mutatis mutandis.

Article 12
Signature and ratification

1. This Convention shall be open for si-
gnature from 7 November 1991 in the
Republic of Austria as the depositary.

2. The Convention shall be subject to
ratification, acceptance or approval.
The instruments of ratification, accep-
tance or approval shall be deposited
with the depositary.

3. The Convention shall enter into force
three months after date on which
three States have expressed their
consent to be bound by the Conventi-
on, in accordance with the provisions
of paragraph 2.

4. In the case of any signatory State
which subsequently expresses its



consent to be bound by the Conventi-
on in accordance with the provisions
of paragraph 2, the Convention shall
enter into force three months after the
date of deposit of the instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval.

Article 13
Denunciation

1. Any of the Contracting Parties may at
any time denounce this Convention
by means of a notification addressed
to the depositary.

2. Such denunciation shall become ef-
fective on the first day of the month
following the expiration of a period of
six months after the date of receipt of
notification by the depositary.

Article 14
Notifications

The depositary shall notify each of the
Contracting Parties and signatory States
of:

- any signature;

- the deposit of any instrument of ratifica-
tion, acceptance or approval;

- any date of entry into force of the Con-
vention, in accordance with Article 12;

- any declaration made in accordance
with Article | (V and (3);

- any notification made under Article 13
and the date on which denunciation be-
comes effective.

In witness whereof the undersigned,
being duly authorized thereto, have si-
gned this Convention.

Done at Salzburg on 7 November 1991
in the German, French, Italian and Slove-
ne languages, each text being equally
binding, the original text shall be deposi-
ted in the Austrian State archives The
depositary shall send a certified CODV to
each of the signatory States.
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